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In the center of the 1argea$ Amish settlement,

'“ffftolmes cgunty, Ohio, five Amish families formed the

"ﬁﬂfffcharter for a.new congregation on October 12, 1958

The first Sunday meeting was held at ar abandoned

s?ffscnool house two;miles west of Barlin wnere the

lﬁlftileadera were laymen in goad etanﬁlng in the Old Ordér *th

'f}Amiah Ghl“ch, mostly fram the David Troyer District.;{ft

"?,}jmhe natura of thia firat meeting Waﬂ a Sunday S°h°°1

'f”fftand tastimony meeting.;,.

From this nucleus haa grown a congregation of

ijsixty-nine members who meet now in the new church

'*f”_building on State Route 39, one mile east of Berlin, j: I

””30hio.; Four ministers serve this church.

Why did these people leave their “mother" church?”'f.

"ffWhat factora influenced the beginnings and the growth

"..!Qf thia new churchO_ What relations does Bethel have  __:'

":\5fhwith the Beachy Amish or with the Gonservative groups?-tf'

In this paper, I will attempt to present the

| 5tfacta and tha personal ohservations af this move- t..

Fff;ment._ The chief source of facts are Roman and

- _;'Amanda Mullat, Sugarcfeek, Ohio. -

'*Ii;} Faetors Leading to %eparation
A growing restlessness has been felt in the Old
IOrder Amish Churches throughout holmes Gounty the pastV-




uﬁff;revivaL efforts of the Brunk Brothers ih”WaJne County

,_;gfLiin 19:1,“ Later

?"crusade fer Christ" near Barlin,

..L5Tf;with Myron;kugsburger'left its imprint on atill more

“if ;;;°f thﬂ Amlaﬂ-
;'k}fjisticft

jBux perhaps the moat extensive evangel-

regg_ing in the Amish churohes from”one end of

E »;;; tha county to the other waa done be Bishopnbavid.Miller,

'.¥[ an Old Order Amish minieter from Thomas, Oklahoma.vu_."".

Miller made several trips to Holmea CQunty and

3ﬁf5fwas recggved quite well by tha Amish ministry.

fffSpecial services were held *hroughout the community

’foffeach day of the week at different homes.; Later,

'""fﬂhowever, Miller wag 7o longer welcomed by some of the_H ':

L ::1i-*f"._'::?Amish ministers end bishops.-_ "He preaches somethins

As a result of these evangelistic afforts, many

'sﬁﬁﬁ?ffAmiSh people became concerned abcut the spiritual

-n w;fﬂwe1fare Qf thair children.. For aeveral years,

"5;f 7inf°rma1 fellowship was held in the community for any

']f_'Pensons who were 1nterested in apirltual fellowship.. .'

'mMost of the people attending were from the Old Order f

'-5f_ Amish church and from several other churohes. ,p~-"”




Thefseed;oflﬁethel Fellowhip Church:sprung from

”: 7°fthe praye””meating in MaF; 1955 at the home of Alvin

 if  Schrock._ Ben Goblentz, Yost Miller aﬂd Alvin_'Schrock _
.:ig;shared their mutual concern for the futuxe welfare of e

1;f thair families_and their conwictions on:missions.

.._;These three man continued weekly prayer meetings thr°“€h_ __
3 i  °ut the summer._ Reuben Kauffman joined the Eroup, 4«4} '”"
| Oux of these*meetings grew strong eonvictions.iwidf%

_.. ;ffto organize in order to PrﬁmOte the kind °f program .
ﬁ af;é;which tney wiaheﬂ to see.— Powever. Buch a move waa
'"f cau1d not be taken in hasta.u Much ontemplation ana
. f;::prayer was . offered by thesas few men ‘and’ thair
ii::ffamilies.._;””?5f? ””  ']f?yﬁ'   -h  ....n- , Ll
3 To appreclaue the atep these men took, one should
,,_fknow their persﬂns- Yost Miller, a contractor and a |
"*f;:éself-e&ucated man, a ﬂather of six children, editor of

'* fWitmaasing,(én Amish mission Paper\ and a denply

S "spimtual man was & peaceful minded Amishman.-é He livaé i
"°ffﬁnear Milleraburg, Ohia. sl i

- Ben coblentz also is one of good reason no given to
_ __'1  hasty action.; Ben aka> &aa a family and waa a faraer.",
" f €jA1vin Schrouk has a deep senae 5 reaponsibility ur his f;
'”“f jfami1y. Reuben Kauffman, a floor sander oy o ade, and’
” 'g ifather of several children is intarested ia music aeiffg -”

" :iwe1l as in spiritual things.‘fif




h_The annual Qllo _hip was. planned by_varioua Amish1 }L'f

'flearned of the concern of the four lay members for  "ff"

” Vﬂf }organizing:a;:ongregation.; Shetler had earlier thoughtjfg 

'”*xﬁfffof these people af Hokmea Gounty.lg,____?dflamy*~,b;f‘

'ﬁﬁstopped to visit again with these brethren‘fwhereupon . *
'ﬁthey invited to be their pgstor. B |

S Shetler returned to Virginia, sold his farm, and
i l_..'.:..f_;-_':,.l_.:.';-'retu.rned to Ohio w:!.th his family. By this time, steps
'f i; fiﬂto organizatlon had already been faken and tha first 'f 
“'i'i5?Sunday §0h001 was held on October 12. 1958 at an _
e E;abandoned schoolhause two miles west of Berlin by the
 ffi; f:nama of Bayd&s School.. Preacaing services were held the}"
,:_jﬁ¥ £ollowing ounday witn Ufia Shetler EerVing'”77?rﬂ3{f _, ,'
- Maanwhile, in the Sugarcreek area. a sim:;ar group

Tfof Amishmen‘had been meeting in prayer ragularly with

.”f 1;feim11ar intereats and conrerns, - In this ErouP 'ere
ril“;f;Roman Mullet, Ivan Beachy, Raymond Barkman, Roman n°achy;4
“h , fiand Ben Mullet and their families.) Thia group ams nat

.:f fpresent when org&nlzaiion took place and the diﬂcipline
t3¢; :iof the church was eatablished, whieh was done in a |

h'prayer meeting prior to the firsﬁ Sunday service.g

Later Shetler on his way to meetinga in Illinois,'f f




(N T'f;f5TfIII. Order of ervice

the rules-drawn up;by the;Berlin group,

"aa} #the”Berlin. 5Buring this six month period; 

'ﬁ1 fcreek group was

'wf[fall the peopla who'attended tne services‘ N
: “Afbuilding

::ﬁprogram started, a committe wa a appointed;?and Yost

R Ik Enn -
'ﬁfMiller wasﬂchairman. The new building site 13 1ocated .;~-"

'°'5fiafto accommodate the entire community, the central

_ The bmilding is large enough tu accommudate th=
'i f;gSunday Sohool clasaea and ras modern equipment.:. --f3'"

'"”5;fIt ie 1arge enou5h also for Lommunlty remiVFl meetings..'

.f;Preaent membership ia 69 and ahout 100 Ohlld=en Who‘are_;'f

-'ivﬂfnot members |

”"yinformal and an atmosphere of 1iberty prevailed. ;__f°'

_fiﬁqunday uchool waa held the samghay as preanuing ’7 -3:- y

_:;1jﬂfter each service opportunity Was giveﬂ f°r any°ne t°‘iv

'fgive a" testimony or confession.; ?eople felt ai home LT'

; ctive and aupported the churcn.f_;ﬁii   ?;

'"f;mhe"school'building was not 1erge_encugh to serve fn}f

.ﬁ Q1ocation is one mile east of Berlin on “tete Rouﬁe 39-* u:.



':ﬂ fiheld in the aion Conservatlve church toaaccommodate the_f-

. crowds of Amisn frlends and others. _'David liller, the

 jbiuhmp OI tae Beachy Amlsh Ghurihsin'o;lahoma,;ordained  1

'“"*ﬁjjhim;jj_" iem was solvad by letting mt up

'”t[}}to the minister 1n'chargee{ If any En&lidh apeaking

"’ﬁf Person wcre prusent then Engliah weula besusédy;j}f;igJ

““L“jjmany were the times this oecurred 0therw1se German

“Lﬂifor ennsylvaula Duxch were nsed or a mixture with anlish{-

It 13 te be obaerved that even thuugh Uria Shetler

'ﬁfigia a mamber of the Beachy Amish and alao David Miller

 :” ffthe biahop ia Beachy, tha congregation at Bethel doealW}

n} f fnot belong to the Beachy fellowship nor to any other ; : H
"~{{conference.-.}“ Tf' Sl .‘. | '_ '."_'  ...; _

| Bethel is Beachy in appearance but more Mennonite N
..2 ;in application of faith._' They maintain good relaticns :

"t'with the Beachy, Gomservative and Mennonite churehes- 




'"fficommuniﬂnxﬁérVIGGS are held twice a year. Bishop

'”1iff:DavidfM1ller has been aerving th? congregation in this ff:*'

;At 9 00 a;m ;Ervin5mil1ur opened the aervmce with a'few_;f"T

_fremarks in Dﬂtch 'then;1ed in three aonga. qinging is ::f i¥:

”°5f;_ffiin four parts.”A;_ .ff:f;fz;
: Ben Coblentz read I COTinghians 14 in English and
hﬁ”f’;introduced the Sunday qchool, ...to help each other to3f7f'*'

:7ijfa higher*ﬁtandard in the knowledge of God.ﬁh1  ;Tw«¥;l4f¢cVﬁ
| 77f After Sunuay Sehool, Raymond Barkman reviewed the lesson  :

.P¥f]and led discussion.; The con8138at1°n participated freely.

ST EI‘Vin' u_{iller 13{1 'bha song "Sweetlv R”at:.n,_" " \nhile
,5 ;the ushers took the offeringg_ The foering wenm fqp the

: Bupport of the ministry. . L
.   g“  At 10 20’ Jacoh Youer, a ministar frOm the Olu Order
_:aﬁ__Amish Church and better known as "Orpha Jake"; gave ﬂiq
s "-zitestimony, read 8 Scrip'hure 81‘-‘1 led. 1“ prayer' Jacob
. :ﬁ {;lis a neaceioving Amishman, but because mf hia Pvangel“-f
   5fﬂiatic emphaeiﬂ in preachlgp, ‘he has encountered difficultles
 1; fin his relationships with his bishop..iﬁ ' e




"“T; was nﬂ vhasyerlng nor dozing.___wﬁf-'

Eullet_ié 

:;ii;ﬂhe song "Harvest is Passing" then

 7ﬁ;*fopened the meetiné fur testimonies and oonfesaionQ.; _ ff:Q“”

':fQJFifteen people responded.

_ﬁnather song'L"Winning Souls" was sung.

_”Ifﬁ Annourcements;and business meetlng ._ The annauncement :
”7Q:E?waskt1at a Beaehy Church in Indiana naedﬁ paataral aid
'”fBishep David Miller of Oklahoma hao askad Bethel to send-
.{"af 1niBtefWhere to heln for a year or two.:_(Lg}erﬂ;t:f‘-;t

"*ﬂ]_jwas docided that Urla fhetler should go).fjj’gﬂf*ﬁ”?“““'

Roman.Beachy 1ed in a elnaing prayer. :

'”V;g;1 ?IV Lis°i°n Outreach

e The chﬁef mission interest of uhe grbup 13 to win
"f ftheir Amish frienua to tae Lord. beveral families from :
°:7;;fBethel started a qunday School and weekly aervices at  -"3

' 2 Maysvi1le in neighboring Wayne county in the spring of 1Q6O




j:"’"."‘f'..'.l_-_i."’-zar.‘h’c.eruieurl church at Bethel

“-f;{‘mhe hea:t of the program at Bethel is ccnteredfnf
.'fffaround the medn.asday evening prayer meetiug.,"fhis ;fi;

' H the1r fathera during prayer session.g b

‘{“fflife, Went “°'h1s neighbors wﬂg were members of the

'Tifwfﬂetuel Church and and desireﬁ peace withnﬁoﬁ;n After 1:.”:

VJthhis experience Mr. King, who understood no Lerman,

- Por two weeks in January 1961,"anqadult ninle

:“:}f§96h0017w sﬂneld at Bethel for the fizst time. %embers

_,_jfg?of the ohurch served as instructors: Uria Snetler, Jfﬁﬂﬂfaf:'
*?1{[Roman Mullet, and. Ura B. Niller. No summer Bible schoolfi"'
'*?fﬂfproaram has been crganized yet,q The children attend

n"fffother 1roal Biblp schuola. _f,*-

Several members are in I—W alternative aerv1ce and

:af in voluntary‘serviee.: Anather member, Mabel miller is
ifserving ae dietition at tne Mennonlte so p-:al in ‘

'-iAibonito, Puerto Rico.;f Qﬁi‘"”“"“

_. 715 w%ere the church receives power,u says Shetlep, ﬂf'.';
'  _fIn a tFPlcal prayer meeting, small groupg are foand
  faﬂ“ each Eroup pravs around the cirole, thur every.:"

- Vone has time to pray. Teen—age boys reuain with



'-:-T-Uria:_'_hetldr wil;falso be included. i e
[;The chnrch ia earnestly faating and braycr in _;jj;ig_; 3

hbehalf of this_3Vent'fn»,fﬁﬁf-j;;_y;5”




